Two alabaster colossi of Amenhotep Il raised in the king’s Temple
of Millions of Years

Two alabaster seated colossi were placed at the gate of the Third Pylon
of the temple. Unlike other colossal statuary of the reign, these colossi
are exceptionally hewn in Egyptian alabaster from the quarries of Hatnub,
in Middle Egypt. They also differ from other monumental sculptures in
that they are partly completed with pieces sculpted separately and
sliding or slotted into the main monolithic alabaster core. Each colossus
with its alabaster plinth was placed on a large pedestal made of large
granodiorite blocks inscribed with texts with the name of the temple and
the quarry of the alabaster sculptures they were supporting. After being
toppled by a heavy earthquake around 1200 BC, the colossi were lying
fragmented and partly quarried away, their pedestals dispersed, some of
the blocks reused in Karnak, from where they have been brought back
and integrated into the actual modern pedestals. The North colossus has
an actual total height of 14.5 m with its plinth and pedestal, the southern
one is 13.6 m high.

The king is seated, hands resting flat on the thighs, wearing the nemes
headdress surmounted by the double crown, and the pleated royal kilt.
A ceremonial striated beard adorns his chin and a traditional bull’s tail
completes his attire. Statues of queens accompany the colossal king.
Near his right leg stands the Great Royal Consort Tiye, wearing a long
tight-fitting dress, holding the queens’ floral whisk in her left hand and
a papyrus in her right wrist. At the South Colossus, she wears a wide
enveloping wig covered by a vulture headdress and topped by a lotus
fillet, that holds at the braw the vulture head flanked by two uraei. A
modius once holding two high plumes surmounted the wig. Near the
left leg of the king stood once a statue of the queen mother Mutemuya,
today destroyed. Between the king’s legs, stands the princess Isis, with
honorific title of Royal Consort. On her statue preserved near the right
leg of the North Colossus, queen Tiye’s coiffure is a tripartite wig topped
by a modius and two high plumes. The sides of the throne are decorated
with the scene of sema-tawy symbolizing the unification of the lands of
Upper and Lower Egypt performed by two Nil-gods Hapy binding the
papyrus and the water lily. Traces of red and yellow paint remain on the
queen’s coiffure and collar, on the uraeus that was slotted at the braw of
the northern colossus, red paint remains on the water lilies at the side of
the throne in the sema-tawy scene.
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belongs to the pedestals of the colossi
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Mapping of the discovered & conserved
parts of the Southern Colossus
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the help of a crane.



Masterpieces of monumental portraiture

The reassembled blocks of the Southern Colossus
November 2025
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Queen Tiye near the
Northern Colossus

Head of Amenhotep III of the
Northern Colossus

The Colossi of Memnon and Amenhotep Il Temple Conservation Project
works on the site since 1998, under the auspices of the Ministry of Tourism
and Antiquities and the German Archaeological Institute-Cairo. The project
is headed by Hourig Sourouzian in co-direction with Rainer Stadelmann until
2019, Dietrich Raue (DAI Cairo) 2022 to 2024 and Kathrin Gabler (Johannes
Gutenberg-Universitat Mainz) in 2025, with site manager Nairy Hampikian.

The members of the Project address their warmest thanks to

HE Sherif Atiya, Minister of Tourism and Antiquities.

HE Mohamed Ismail, Secretary General of the Supreme Council of Antiquities.
Mohamed Abdelbadia, Head of the Pharaonic Sector.

Abdelghaffar Wagdy, Head of the Antiquities of Luxor.

Baha Abdel-Gaber, Head of the Antiquities of the West Bank and Mahmoud
Moussa, Deputy Director.

Ramadan Ahmed Aly, Head of the Missions.

Hussein Fawzy Zaki, Director of the South Area and Mahmoud Abdelgawad,
Deputy Director.

Saadi Zaki, Head of the Conservation Department of Luxor.

Team members who have worked on the Third Pylon since 1999

Director: Hourig Sourouzian, Egyptologist.

Site Architect: Nairy Hampikian.

Inspectors in 2025: Esam Mahmoud, Omar Fathy Hassan, Sayed

Aly Sayed Mohamed, Amani Hassan Mohamed, Ahmed Mohamed
Abulhaggag, Mohamed EI-Amir Ismai, Mohamed Shamseddin, Mina
Abusetta Wasef, Shaimaa Hamed, Sabah Mahmoud.

Archaeologists: Josef Dorner, Ibrahim Noureddine, Benjamin Lachat,
Corentin Bondi, Carmen Lopez Roa, with Rais Mohamed Ali Al-

Ayyat, Rais Youssef Said, and Rais Hassan Yousef and their teams of
excavators.

Transportation and Lifting: Rais Mohamed Ali EI-Ghassab and his team.
Structural Engineer: Mohamed EI-Essawy.

Head Conservator: Benjamin Blaisot; Conservators: Hassan Demerdash
and his team, Elena Mora, Lourdes Mesa Garcia, Agnés Oboussier,
Maria Antonia Moreno, Miguel Angel Lopez Marcos, Saleh Mohamed
Abdelgelil, Eweis Abdel Rady Attia; assistants: Hasan Ali Abd El Baset,
Yaser Abd El Rehim, Saeed Husein Ahmed, EL Nuby Ibrahim Hassan,
Ashraf Husein Hasanein, El Tayeb Saeed Mohamed, Mohammad Ali
Awad, Eweis Mahmoud Saeed, Mahmoud Abdelnaser, Sayyed Haggag
and his team.

Documentalists and Egyptologists: Eriko Kamimura, Melanie Cressent,
Jolana Malatkova, Pauline Calassou, Renaud Pietri, Mohamed Gaid,
Mohamed Timsah, Linda Chapon, and Maria Franco Gonzalez.
Geologists: Arkadi Karakhanyan, Ara Avagyan, Hafiz Shams el-Deen,
Christan Dupuis.
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The Alabaster Colossi after their reconstruction 2
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(22-27 November 2025)

Architects and 3D documentation team (3D documentation - 3D scanning
to 3D printing):

Christopher Breninek, Ahmed Abdelgawad, Somaia Osman, Mohamed
Yousef, Aisam Magdy, Mina Magdy, Mariam Taha, Cinderella Fayez,
Mirette Mohamed, Youssef Nabil Dawood, and Radwa Mohsen.

Contractor for the foundations and the 400-ton crane:
Salah Abu Aziza.

The reconstruction of the colossi in 2025 was made possible thanks to
the generous grant of Marjory Fisher, with complementary donations by
Fondation Gandur pour I'Art, Alexandra and David Andrews, Klaus and
Sigrid Reuther, and contributions by Sidney Kitchel, Ulrike Kbhle, Pierre
Raoul-Duval, Neil Stevenson.

Previous excavation of the fragments, their documentation and treatment,
study and reassembly are due to generous grants by Monique Hennessy
and the Association des Amis des Colosses de Memnon, World Monuments
Fund, Memnon Verein, American Research Center in Egypt, Fonds Khéops
pour I'archéologie, Henri and Farida Seydoux, Christian Louboutin, with
special grants by Stephanie and Bernhard Buchner, Family Toulan, Horus
Egyptology Society, and contributions by Friends of the site.




